
 

 

 

Lowest lending rates  

in living history! 

Brexit - Opportunities or Threats? 

Following the news after the 23rd June 

Referendum, the City may be in 

turmoil about Brexit but while the 

pound drops and interest rates fall, it 

may not be all bad news for agricul-

ture.  As the politicians in Westmin-

ster squabble over leadership and 

share prices tumble, the weak pound 

has already shored up lamb prices and 

is likely to do the same for other 

farming commodities. 

Farming did well in the 2008 recession 

and is likely to do well again now. We 

are expecting to see a flight to safety in 

investments, gold has soared in price 

and history tells us that farm land often 

follows suit. Whilst this may not mean 

big hikes in the price of farm land, we 

expect it to at least hold its value 

where pressure might otherwise have 

been in a downward trend. 

Looking ahead the key to long term 

success for agriculture will be to 

ensure we get a fair deal on farm 

support from the new government and 

that farming products get free access 

to current and new overseas markets.  

I perceive the main threat is that 

farming might get side-lined in Brexit 

negotiations as part of a large deal. 

Whatever your views on Brexit, there 

is no doubt that ‘the show must go on’ 

and we have to continue to take 

whatever opportunities we can to 

develop our businesses.  A strategic 

approach is always more successful 

than any knee-jerk reaction and our 

experienced team at Barbers Rural are 

well placed to guide you through the 

forthcoming months and years with 

pragmatic, expert and focused advice.  

I strongly urge you to consider the 

opportunities, and not the threats, 

which lie ahead. 

One thing is sure: we all need to 

ensure that British agriculture is at the 

top of the political agenda going 

forward, regardless of who leads the 

parties or who negotiates with 

Brussels.   
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 Putting the success into       
succession planning 

The old adage “failing to plan means planning to fail” is true in so many 

aspects of business life and the notion of succession planning is far from 

a new concept.  Indeed, in the early 1600’s Shakespeare demonstrated a 

clear understanding of its rationale in King Lear: 

“Know that we have divided in three our kingdom; and ‘tis our fast intent to 

shake all cares and business from our age, conferring them on younger 

strengths…..that future strife may be prevented now.” King Lear: Act 1, Scene 1 

However, despite its perceived importance, the subject of succession 

planning seems to receive insufficient attention in many farming families 

and it remains the ‘elephant’ in many farming kitchens. 

Last year I completed a Masters Degree in Rural Estate and Land     

Management and was lucky enough to carry out empirical research into 

succession planning in local farming families.  Succession is a complex 

process with objective and subjective elements which intertwine almost 

inextricably, presenting a difficult challenge to many farming families.  

Often it is not succession planning that is the problem, it is the mere 

introduction of the subject between the protagonists in the farming        

family.  There may well be three generations involved in the business but 

grandpa still holds the cheque book! 

With a background in business development, cultural change and     

facilitation, I am able to help families take the first crucial step towards 

succession planning - to open up the conversation in a relaxed and  con-

fidential manner so that no-one feels threatened but everyone is heard.  

It is challenging but I firmly believe that if we can start talking about it, 

we can begin the important road to planning for the future. 

Give me a call to discuss how I can help you future-proof your business. 

Louise Taylor is a Partner in Barbers Rural and has an MSc in REALM and an            
MA in Human Resources Management.  Contact her on 01630 692500  

A more immediate result of the Brexit decision is that the           

Agricultural Mortgage Corporation (AMC) is currently offering   

long-term finance at the lowest levels in living history.  AMC, initially 

established by the Government in 1928 and now a wholly-owned 

subsidiary of the Lloyds Banking Group, focuses solely on the      

provision of medium to long-term finance for agricultural purposes.   

Aside from exceptionally keen lending rates, AMC offers a distinct 

advantage over traditional borrowing from the bank in that as a 

mortgage provider, they ‘lend-and-leave’ with no periodic reviews 

once the loan is set up.  Furthermore their ability to lend over a 

longer period than many of the high street banks, or even on an 

interest-only basis, makes future projects more achievable for many 

farmers.   

As Agents for AMC we are able to advise on loans for a wide     

variety of projects including the restructuring of existing loans and 

overdrafts, property purchase, planning or diversification projects. 

For a no-obligation chat about your current finance structure or 

future projects, give us a call on 01630 692500.  

 Come and see us at  

Newport Show 
Saturday 9th July 2016 

Find us down by the cattle rings 

We can promise you a very warm 

welcome and delicious             

refreshments! 



 

4 bedroom house, 26.9 Acres pastureland and outbuildings 

26.9 Acres rolling pastureland | charming extended sandstone house |           

four bedrooms | sitting room with log-burning stove | kitchen/diner |          

magnificent, far-reaching views | Garden Room with panoramic views |     

range of useful, versatile outbuildings | very private, tranquil location |  

commercial potential for clay pigeon shoot | River Roden boundary | EPC F 
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Featured Properties 

Nr Shrewsbury 

Guide: £775,000  

Nr Mkt Drayton 

Guide: £685,000  

4 bedroom house, 9.6 Acres pastureland with stables  

9.6 Acres pastureland | extended Victorian cottage | four bedrooms |         

dining room | lounge with doors to patio | cosy snug | kitchen with range |    

en-suite shower room | original fireplaces | family accommodation |           

fruit orchard | stables and versatile outbuildings | very quiet rural location | 

ideal pastureland for equestrian facilities | outstanding far-reaching views|EPC E 

Nr Newport  

Guide: £649,950 

Extended cottage, 5.34 Acres pastureland with stable block 

Four bedroom cottage | paddocks and woodland totalling 5.34 acres |  

well equipped kitchen with attached conservatory | quiet, rural location |  

delightful sitting room with feature-dividing log-burner | four vehicle garage | 

heated swimming pool and sauna | floodlit manège | general storage  |       

bespoke stable complex with four stables | feed and tack room | EPC F 

Nr Whitchurch 

Guide: £399,995 

Country property with permission for extension and outbuildings  

Two bedroom property with planning consent for 2 additional bedrooms |  

family bathroom and separate WC | large conservatory with log-burner | 

traditional features including open fireplace, hearths and parquet floor |   

extensive outbuildings ideal for a wide variety of uses | lawned gardens |  

orchard area | superb views over adjacent farmland | garage and office | EPC  F 

Nr Shrewsbury 

Guide: £285,000 

Recently renovated cottage with commercial potential 

Carefully renovated four bedroom semi | sitting room with log-burner |  

kitchen, dining room, utility room and WC | office space | family bathroom |        

extensive parking and workshop space | lawned gardens and orchard area |   

lovely views to the Welsh Hills | short distance from Shrewsbury |               

potential for commercial use | has been used for haulage business | EPC E 

Nr Mkt Drayton 

Guide: £100,000 

Single parcel of land totalling 14.7 Acres  

Charming and secluded parcel of land | wire fencing | mature hedgerows |                      

ideal for amenity purposes, grazing or mowing | small copse and pond |  

post and rail stockproof fencing | haven for wildlife, flora and fauna |  

unrestricted right of way over the access track from the A41| mains water | 

potential to split into lots, depending on interest | ring for more details |   


