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investment options

Mike Taylor on the
market opportunities

s the country remains
inlockdown, the coun-
tryside and farming,
in particular, contin-
ues largely as normal,
albeit with some inconvenience.

The contrast with many people
living in urban areas, confined to
their often relatively small houses
or flats, could not be greater and
there is a fear this may lead to re-
sentment and unrest from those
looking longingly at the open spac-
esin the countryside.

Meanwhile, in country areas and
tourist hotspots there has been re-
sentment against wealthier people
escaping to their holiday homes,
potentially taking the virus with
them and putting pressure on limit-
ed rural services and infrastructure,

For most farmers and farm work-
ersitisbusiness asusual, with spring
work continuing at a pace and the
fine weatherisawelcome relief after
an appallingly wet winter.

Damage

I'am concerned about the damage
to soil structure on land which was
harvested in difficult conditions —
modern machinery can work
wonders on the surface, but the
damage is likely to be severe and
will impact on yields this year.

History teaches us wars, famine
and pestilence tend to look kindly
on farming while the rest of the
economy may struggle.

We will need British produce,
even if there are serious market is-
sues in the short-term. Longer
term, the likelihood is at the value of
these commodities will rise and,
coupled with poor plantings last au-
tumn, may lead to significant price
hikes, especially in cereals.

However, availahility of labour,
especially around harvest time, may
be a real issue. So, while many sec-
tors of agriculture may fare quite
well, there will be some unique chal-
lenges facing specialist markets. I
have already heard many reports
about difficulties in getting spare
parts, fuel deliveries and the like, but
hopefully this will all be resolved

Mike Taylor

shortly. However, it could lead to a
reassessment of globalisation.

It is all well having cheap goods
from China if they can get here; not
so good if they are stuck ina foreign
port or if the ship is not allowed to
dock. Even getting tractor parts
from the USA is proving trickier.

Likewise, ‘just in time’ supply
chains showed their weaknesses
when buying habits suddenly
changed and consumers stockpiled,
emptying supermarket shelves.

The difficulties facing the econo-
my do, however, present an oppor-
tunity, with interest rates at the
lowest ever in modern times. For
those brave enough, it is a time to
invest and go forwards. It may also
be a time to reduce long-term bor-
rowing costs by taking advantage of
some of the lowest fixed rates on
offer in living memory.

The Agricultural Mortgage Cor-
poration is now offering some fan-
tastic rates on 20- and 30-year fixed
money and, for those in it for the
long-term, they certainly need to be
looked at. Tt might also be a time to
consider converting costly short-
term finance, such as hire purchase
and leasing, into longer term, more
structured borrowing. It is easyina
time of crisis to knuckle down and
just get on with the day job, hoping
all will be well if you work hard
enough, but those who stop, think
and look around may find some un-
usual and interesting opportunities.

Mike Taylor is senior partner of
Barbers Rural Consultancy and can
be contacted on 01630 692 500 or
m.taylor@barbers-rural.co.uk

mGrazing /
Wanted

HILL GRAZING
WANTED

for 12 Galloway and
Highland X cows and
calves. North Wales
area,
Tel: 07791488326
(P}

100 ACRES

Grazing to let.
Suitable for Cattle /
Sheep. Staffordshire
area.

Call:
07517451295 (P)

SUMMER SHEEP
GRAZING
up to 500 head,
ewe hogs preferred,
headage payment,
excellent fencing/water
and daily stockmanship
Tel: 07973 152127
Midlands {P)

mFarms & Property

Whittaker FOR SALE
&Biggs Beechwood Bungalow,

Kermincham, CW4 8DZ
Subject to an Agricultural Occupancy Restriction,
Three bedrooms, £400,000

Tel: 01782 522 117
ellie.ormrod@whittakerandbiggs.co.uk

70 ACRES grass for
mowing, May until 15th
September. Barton,
Preston. Tel :01995 640
228 (P)

®Property
Wanted

FARM & BUILDINGS
WANTED . Small or
large. Anything con-
sidered. rent or buy. 20
mile radius Preston Tel:
07710552220 (P}

®Property
Services

AGRICULTURAL
OCCUPANCY
CONDITIONS

EFinance

mEntitlements

CHARTERED
SURVEYORS

*
BASIC PAYMENT
ENTITLEMENTS
TO BUY AND SELL

*
Leasing & Hosting
Contracts for surplus

[\

& Entitlements
BPS & Countryside
FOR SALE Stewardship

2020 Entitlements applications
Carbon Credits undertaken
Water Abstraction 01392 833828
Licences

BPS, CSS & NELMS
Claims & Applications

i
WIDE

01392 823935

BASIC PAYMENT
Entitlement trading,
BPS Claims, Country-
side Stewardship appli-
cations and advice. To
discuss your require-
ments call WebbPaton
on 01793 842055 or
post@webbpaton.
co.ulk.

mAdvice /Consultancy

€2 JUST FARM
Worried about farm income and farming without BPS?

My own father put into practice the plan | made on
his own farm and is still happy with the results,
4 years later!

See how you can use existing stewardship options
and grants, in a practical way, alongside conventional
farming to increase farm income, profit and resilience.

Free farm appraisal, for farmers by farmers.

Call 01451 828 108 Text 07917 156 777

Email edward@justfarm.co.uk

FARM LOANS

3 months -25 years
£10,000 - £5,000,000
Specialist help for
Financial Problem cases
We can lend against property -
Farms, Farm Buildings,
Equestrian Buildings,
Bare Land and Buy-to-Lets.
Ifit can be done - we can help!

0800
280 06 05

Brilliant Finance Ltd

ECommercials

Millson Livestock
Container
6 years old, 26.5ft long & 8.4ft wide
Like new
£14.,000 +VAT
Tel: 07774 620008 Lancashire (P)
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